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12-Years

Unified School Program
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The Significance of Continuing English

Immersion Education for 12 Years

How many Japanese children can read and understand |apanese
newspaper articles by the time they graduate from elementary
school? Their Japanese language skills are sufficient for daily
conversation, but they may have difficulty understanding stories
about domestic and international economic, political, or lifestyle
matters. This is because the children’s intellectual interests are
not yet developed enough, and they do not have the vocabulary
and communication skills needed. By reading a lot of books and
acquiring a rich vocabulary and varlety of expression technigues
during junior and senior high school, they will acquire a solid
command of Japanese.,

The same is true for English. If an English immersion program is
only attended until the elementary school level, students will be
able to casually converse in English, but it will be difficult for them
to read English newspapers fluently and write papers and company
documents in English.

Reading numerous English books and writing essays in English
in junior and senior high school is what enables them to become
bilingual, effective communicators who can read and express their
thoughts in English.

Pursuing 12 years of English immersion education is essential for

becoming a truly bilingual person.
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12-year Unified Educational Program

In junior high school, the English language and academic skills developed in
elementary school support students in their IB MYP studies, with an emphasis
on learning not only 'knowledge' but also 'concepts’ and 'learning strategies’,
Instead of lecture-style teaching, we develop inquiry-based lessons to
develop the foundations of our students' learning skills.

In high school, all students take the IB DP, a globally recognized curriculum,
and all subjects except Japanese are taught in English. Students are not
required to choose between humanities and sciences tracks, allowing them
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a wide range of electives based on their interests, areas of development
and strengths. Beyond the classroom, students will actively take on extra-
curricular activities in the broader community to deepen thelir learning and
engage in advanced topics while making connections with society.

In our bilingual, multicultural environment, we help students develop the
ability to observe, think, and evaluate ideas objectively using English as a
medium, so they may grow into truly international people who are not bound
by differences in race, nationality, or worldview,
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English immersion education inall subjects  English language Immersion education continues from the elementary level plus  [BDP classes : based teaching. All subjects
(709 of subjects) except Japanese, social  education based on the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (MYP)  are taught in English except Japanese

studies and home economics
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‘Students study in preparation for the International Baccalaureate Dipl Pr




English Immersion Education / Open Education

REAV—TavyBE/
F—T VB

mEEAT—VavHE

HEAV—VavHECR EHABRERBTRIFEE
HETT, TOBMNERBHOBETCIELL, HLETH
HEPHESEBV/I2eTYT, CARXEB7ZHTI—T
i3 BRCHESERERMZRIINRTORXR (970%) =
HETT>TWET, MO HLBEMNL2ETEHEE
LT, ZEBEBIEERCEENZEGIKDHFTWVWEET,
NER 6 ERICIREEF > THYDEAAHYOEET
TAR—RTEZZEEBELTVWET, 6L, &S
MICBWTIIRELRATERBTRR Tl LY., BHoNn
AYvHIANEBRTR CEE2BEELET,

M English Immersion Education

English immersion education is a method of learning in which
students study various school subjects in English. The primary
purpose of learning in an immersion environment is to acquire
knowledge and concepts, in addition to acquiring English
skills. At Gunma Kokusai Academy, 70% of classes, except for
Japanese, social studies, and home economics, are conducted
in English. Through flexible and concrete learning activities,
students naturally acquire English skills. Students aim to be
able to debate their own ideas using their own words in English
by the sixth grade of elementary school. Furthermore, in the
junior and senior high school, students learn advanced content

in English to become truly bilingual.
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When you hear the term "Open Education,” you may imagine
a classroom without walls. While the absence of classroom
walls is one of the features of open education, at GKA, the type
of person we seek to raise and the educational philosophy
we follow is more important than the design of our classroom
spaces.

The word “open” describes being goal-oriented, free-thinking
and trying new things without being bound by “conventional”
education or customs and represents always maintaining an
atmosphere of openness.

¥ Philosophy of Open Education
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Children who are motivated and study enthusiastically, saying
‘I want to know more! | want to try and see!” will learn far more
than children who are well-behaved in a teacher’s chalk-and-
talk lecture-style classes. Human development is not achieved
by simply accepting what is taught, but by the act of seeking
and working for oneself. School education should be based
on the principle of “learning rather than teaching,” and GKA
frames its education with this principle. For this reason, even
at GKA, we often see “classes where children can play.” For
example, math classes where children learn how to name and
express numbers. Adults can teach children words and letters;
however, the concept of "numbers” is something that children
themselves "understand” by handling concrete objects, and it
is not something that can be taught by others and memorized.
Children must learn from concrete experiences and “discover”
that the number "5" is always "5" regardless of size or type.

At GKA, we believe that it is not the teacher’s skillful
instruction that develops children's concept of numbers, but
rather the importance of providing children with opportunities
to engage with and find answers for problems independently.

ERIGELAZAME! | GKAOKE IR, ZIHHRATT,
F—TUBEOLE, BALLTREERD. EHhmicE
FEF, ETESEWMEET. TORBICE. PUETFRIEN
SBELREROANBEHONTLET, GKATOSREBR L.,
ZEBREDHNBFHLERTTCEY. [HAFRTENIFE),
THEREZATVELWLL. FHIVSEREAELHFHEITEL
EF-oTVWET, GKATHRICRUY, —HICBEHAZL LD,

GKA education begins with “Talented individuals who can lead the world!™ With
our open education approach, children seek out problems. learn proactively,
and shine brightly. Their expressions are filled with determination and the spirit
of inquiry. The learning process at GKA cultivates childrens’ intellectual curlosity.

We are waiting for students with thelr own drive and determination who say 1 like
doing my best™ and "I want to change the world!” Together, let's learn at GKA and
make your dreams a reality,
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r Welcome to GKA J

In GKA, the students take center stage. The teachers and staff are committed
to meet their diverse needs of students in partnership with the parents.

As the Principal of this school, | am privileged to be a part of a community
where everyone is a team player, an inquirer and a risk taker. We believe that
the more effective the partnership of the school and home is, the more the
students will benefit.

We are dedicated to providing a nurturing learning environment where every

student can thrive and reach their full potential.

CAEERF7ZHTI—
FRpRR

FLoA Y)Yz b7 HET

Gunma Kokusai Academy,
Elementary School Principal

Teresita-Salve Tubianosa, PhD
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Immersion Education
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In GKA most subjects are taught in English while the medium of instruction for Japanese language
arts (JLA) and social studies Is Japanese. To provide more effective instruction and guidance each
homeroom class is split into two learning teams specifically for JLA and ELA in all grade levels. In
the upper grades, the classes are also split for mathematics and social studies,

In the English classes, there are no translations into Japanese. Instead, teachers facilitate students
to think and understand through scaffolding, hands-on and minds-on activities, The buildup of
vocabulary, knowledge and experience from the first grade eventually becomes powerful tools for
students to be bilinguals. All school assemblies and announcements are done in English. However,
we also value Japanese cultural events such as Tanabata and Setsubun. We turn bilingual in some
events where parents participate.

Students use the English version of math textbooks accredited by the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). Similarly, GKA translated the original MEXT
science textbooks while English classes use American and British textbooks. An online program
has been introduced to improve students’ individual silent reading skills.

Team Teaching
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A palr of English-and Japanese-speaking homeroom teachers team up for
instruction and classroom management. Through team teaching by two teachers
of different cultures, students are exposed to a variety of cultures and languages
and grow as global citizens with a broader vision. Non-Japanese teachers at GKA
are not English conversation instructars who assist Japanese teachers, With their
partners, they are responsible for class management and student guidance and
discuss teaching methods and materials with respect for each other’'s cultural
values. We foster global human resources who can work with people of varied
cultures and orientation. GKA teachers and staff working in a globalized community
serve as role models for GKA students. GKA has a culture that accommodates and
accepts diversity across language, culture, and perspectives,
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Twin Class Activites

ICT Education
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In adopting the positive trends of technology in education, GKA's principal aim
is to enhance instruction and learning. GKA not only develops digital literacy but
places strong emphasis on the important life-long skills of digital citizenship.

The use of technology in our classrooms supports learning and introduces new
ways of learning and teaching that cater to students’ unique learning needs. With
instant access to knowledge, students are given the guidance to find the best
and safest sources while at the same time refining their vocabulary, analytical
and decision-making skills.

The students have the opportunity to learn through different digital tools to
improve engagement, increase peer collabaration, encourage personalized
learning and learn about life skills while developing critical thinking, independent
research and cross-technical fluency.
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with people, it is not possible for them to be in a group of people who
are of the same age. This Is because people of different ages make up
organizations and communities.

In the elementary school, classroom settings are designed to
facilitate such communal activities. Grade 1 classrooms are positioned
adjacent to Grades 4s; Grade 2s to the Grade 5s; and Grade 3s to
Grade 6s. Students who enter the school as Grade 1 become buddies
with Grades 4 students and spend three years as younger brothers
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Technology in the classroom never replaces the teacher. GKA's focus is not
about learning MORE but rather about learning BETTER.

Flexibility and adaptability
are essential parts of the 21st
century workplace. Students
will leave GKA both comfortable
and confident with technology.
allowing them to seamlessly
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E¥ERLORRIE, BEATEHESNAVESERBDEBAD Interaction between students from different grades contributes r
to the development of self-esteem and empathy, which cannot be
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attained as much in the classroom, resulting in rich school lives and
faces beaming with smiles.
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English Immersion Education is considered the best approach to

acquire English language skills without losing opportunities to live
with family in Japan and deepen understanding of Japanese culture,
language and Identity. Student guidance by English-speaking teachers
from more than ten different countries and Japanese teachers of rich
experience abroad allows students to gain multilateral, flexible ideas
and critical thinking skills. Even though parents initially decide to send
their child to GKA for the purpose of English language acquisition,
students gradually shift their interest from language acquisition to
content learned in English and appreciation their value.

Teachers and staff of very different backgrounds aim to nurture
students who craft their own path in the global arena. We think of
every student as a responsible human being.

We truly believe that after twelve years, parents will be satisfied

with their decision to choose this program for their children.

NEHOHLTFORE, BETEETH. E¥BE
BIREAMELTVWERYT, 2TBEOHSW, FLVLE
Blotsl, REVHE. ALOHeWw. RS
PhiALOHEL, SEFESH&VWEERLT. BHE
BEEMLTWEET, BLLWIEEHTR], HER
HENTROLNEHS, BALLEEFTTIVLOT
T, HMELT, TOFEVWITESEWICER, £
BUIETT. —RBICEA @ E BATLEE
L&

HUTADBFEEE, EOLSCEBREFEBT

TWEOHTLLID, DS PE, BHFHAL
2HH>TULPT, BETHTIESN. BEOFREETYMOTVCZETLLES, £L

TRER REEE0EI2EA5 e TES MM ERLTVW EEHSBLTVES,
AR 255 5hE (HER)

Can you imagine what your child will be like 12 years from now? Children graw fram day to
day. Their development is fostered through Learning new things, abtaining new knowladge,
and developing relationships with teachers, schoolmates, and many other people. By
encountering problems, worries, and a broad range of things, they develop thelr own unique
characters. They do this not only by embracing enjoyable situations, but alse by using all
their strength to cope with difficult problems. As a teacher, | feel very fortunate that | am
able te support students while they ara going through this process. | would like us to think,
warry, Laugh, and learn together!

How will your children spend their school lives? Our unified elementary and secondary
school program will encourage them to take the initiative and create their own futures. |
lock forward to seeing your children in another twelve years; seeing them grow into mature
individuals who can decide for themselves “what to do next, now that they have acquired the
ability to use English™,

Vice Principal Nozawa Hiromichi (Japan)
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It Is said that a strong foundation in one's native language facilitates the growth of the other
language. Therefare learning in Japanese—and especially studying the Japanese language,
which is the mother tongue for most students—is very important, and GKA's Japanese language
classes are designed to fully incorporate dislogue and examination in order ta cultivats critical
thinking skills in the process of accomplishing learning tasks. | believe that if students can think

from multiple perspectives and articulate and express their own opinions during lapanese class,
they will be able to demonstrate this ability even if the language is changed to English.

Ezure Meiko (Japan)
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Each class has ene native Japanese teacher and one native English teacher. Additionally,
ting Japanese and
Social studies, and English teachers teaching English and Math. These lessons mainly focus
on discussion and presentation, In this way, students have many oppc
themselves. This environment allows students to learn spontaneously while enriching their

students are divided into two small groups with Japanese teachers Instruc

tunities to express

problem selving and communication skills in both languages. For the next generation of children,
where many occupations will be digitized, this will be a skill which enables them to lead soclety
in the future.

lida Hiroki {Japan)
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At GKA, | am extremely proud of the work that we do with our students, Whether it's
developing their ability to think objectively when preparing for a debate an a topic that
they may not personally agree with, or challenging them to express a range of emotions
in their target language through a dramatic performance, | feel a tremendous sense of
personal and professional satisfaction with the many ways in which we empower our
students through their six yaars of primary education. Looking beyond mere language
acqulsition, we provide students with an opportunity to grow in knowledge and character,
and preduce individuals who have an enriched mind and spirit.

Derek Larner (Canada)
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As an elementary science teacher, | strongly believe that it is important to help students
realize that each science concept is connected to their own lives and future dreams through
in-class activities.

When | teach science, | see children expressing and improving their ideas for experiments.
Their ideas are a blend of what they have learned so far and their unique experiences in
everyday Life. After each experiment, they reflect on the process and importance of 'doing
science.” including designing and improving their experiments. Learning science in English
is not easy, but it is always fulfilling to see students develop creative and critical thinking

skills and bacome confident English speakers. We believe these skills are critical for global
success.

Takamatsu April (Philippines)
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My experience as a member of the GKA teaching team has been both positive and rewarding in
many different ways. Our students have the opportunity to Interact with people from a number
of different countries, This glves our students exposure to a rich and diverse range of cultures,
Ideclogies. and knowledge.

QOur students learn to be understanding, respectful, and reflective of differing viewpoints which
helps them to develop the skills they need as well rounded global citizens. It is wonderful to hear
and see our students working together as they share their ideas and opinions freely in a fun, and
safe learning environment,

| enjoy the challenge of working here and feel that our students also enjoy and embrace the
challenge of becoming bilingual students,

Milau Elisa{Mew Zealand)




YEARLY CALENDAR
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4 April

® A=K
Entrance Ceremony
@ e
Opening Ceremony
O BRESEH-MEs
Class Obserwvation
Teacher/Parents Conference

@ VA VISR TFIT1ET1
(KFqE8LY)
Twin Class Activity
(Meeting with Buddy)

7 July

® REETDS
Teacher/Parents Conference

® VI UISA TFTIT ETA(EY)
Twin Class Activity (Tanabata)
TEHINH—
Child Bazaar

Hika

Summmer Break

___fthLM@ﬁ@néaRMM&
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Short trousers and lang trousers are unisex.

Bl #8 [First Term]

5 May

O BRESH -SHPRS

Class Observation - SHIP General Meeting

@ TOEFL Primary, TOEFL Junior

® 3FELEERE
G3 Field Trip

8 August

® Efk#

Summer Break

6 June

0 RELE - A8

Open Class - School Orientation @

® 6FE PEHRP
G6 Secondary School Visit

® VAV IFRA POIF1ET1
Twin Class Activity

® AFR—YF—
Sports Day

9 September

O BELM - AFEHRBE2Q
Open Class - School Orientation @

© HER - AEGR I
Earthquake/Fire Drill

® 6FELHERETRS
G6 & JH Explanatory Interation

1 0 October

D BRESE  BEa
Class Observation - Teacher/Parents
Conference

® GKANOD 1Y
Halloween Celebration

® 6FEA-A S TEERZ(2:8MH)
G6 Australia Study Trip (2 weeks)

® SELEREASE(2)8)
G5 Overnight Experience (2 days)

®1.2FEER
G1&2 Field Trip

1 January

® E2HH
Winter Break

@ SEEA—XFNP
EHEEREE
G5 AUS Study Trip Orientation

% #8 [Second Term]

1 1 November

® ARBEHR
Entrance Exam

O AFEREVFERORBAEE
G4 Tomo Youth Overnight Camp

® SEEANILTERSE
GS SUBARU Factory visit

® 6EEA—A NS PREMRERE
G6 AUS Study Trip Presentation

2 February

O VAV ISRA FIT1ET1(HiR)
Twin Class Activity (Setsubun)

® GKAD1a2—asy—h
GKA Winter Concert

® cELEPEMERBEAS
G6 JH Orientation

1 2 December

® BAEXRS (R—RSv=vY)

Fun Run (Pace Running)

® REEEH

Teacher/Parents Meeting

® s —8E

Winter Assembly

9 2k
Winter Break

3 March

® PERRA
Presentation Day

D 3I~vOFEEISTEUNRRS
G3-6 Club Presentation Day

D 3EEERE  G3Field Trip

® VA IFR FIT1ET4(BRHNE)
Twin Class Activity (Farewell Activity)

® MEMETH

Elementary School Completion Ceremony

O % Closing Ceremony

HOWBEETI LB ES, Events are subject to change.

|

Child Bazaar g
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MEEET R
Elementary School Completion Ceremony
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Overseas Study Trip to Australia
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A major event for our Grade 6 students is a study trip to Australia, Each
student will stay with a host family and attend the same local school
together with the host child (hereafter referred to as their "buddy"). All
daily activities, including casual conversations, are conducted in English,
The students’ will be able to practice their acquired English skills from
GKA in real-life situations abroad.

During the study trip, students will have no method of contacting their
parents. They are not only expected to enhance their English language
skills, but also be independent and able to take care of themselves. In
many different ways, living with a host family is different from being in their
own homes in Japan. Each student learns to adapt to a new environment
and act as a member of the host family.

During their stay, students may experience some difficult moments. For
example, they may have a hard time fitting into a host family, they may
cry because they miss their family back home, or they may find it hard
to associate with their buddy. This is not unusual, but if our students are
in trouble, the teachers will be there for support. Regardless of difficulty,
each student is required to use their own strengths to overcome any
challenges they may face.

As they get closer to returning home, students often form strong bonds
with their buddies and schoolmates: many of our students cry as they bid
farewell to their Australian mates. Some students keep in touch with their
buddies after the trip.

After the study abroad program, we typically receive comments from
parents that they feel their children have matured as a result of the
experience. Additionally, we, the teachers, can see development in our
students when we return to Japan. The overseas study trip for the Grade
6 students is not only to check their English skills, but also an experience
to grow as global citizens. This trip is the largest event in the elementary
school, and can be seen as the compilation of each student’s school life
and hard work.

Pre-School
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The Role Played by Pre-School

The GKA pre-school program opens up all of life's
wenders to a child, Our best hope Is to inspire a love for
learning. To achieve this goal, activities are delivered in a
play-way method to teach basic skills to become life-long
learners.

Songs and games engage children in experiential learning
where they learn and play together and have fun in English.
Cooking with the help of the parents is one special event for
the Pre-Schoolers.




SECONDARY SCHOOL
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FProviding Skills and Knowledge
to Pursue Different Interests J

GKA was founded in 2005 and celebrates its 20th anniversary in 2025. We have
been providing our students with a unique educational experience that focuses
on developing their abilities through unique educational practices. After receiving
6 years of English Immersion Education at the elementary school, students at
the secondary school continue their education fostering open-mindedness
and high academic achievement. We believe that an education should provide
students with the ability to be flexible in their thinking and improve the quality
of their lives. Our goal is to provide each student with the knowledge and skills

necessary to pursue their interests and secure a bright future.
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Gunma Kokusai Academy,
Secondary School Principal

Hiroyuki Kaneko
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Middle Years
Programme
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GKA was authorized for the International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme (IBDP) in 2011 and for the International Baccalaureate Middle
Years Programme (IBMYP) in March 2022, This authorization acknowledges
that our junior and senior high school divisions provide education based
on international standards, offering both International Baccalaureate
education and English immersion, while also being recognized as a
Japanese Article 1 school.

In our MYP, we emphasize the importance of understanding that learning
is essential in one's life, and we focus on helping students acquire the
necessary skills for learning. Our Grades 7 to 10 (equivalent to Junior High
School Year 1 to Senior High School Year 1) curriculum encourages students
to explore a wide range of significant concepts and issues at the local,
national, and global levels. Throughout this process, they develop self-
esteem, empathy for others, and an international perspective, growing into
well-balanced young individuals with the ability to take proactive decisions
in the real world.

MYP learning focuses on "deep conceptual understanding” and
“connections to the real world.” Inquiry themes are chosen for each
unit in all subjects, so that students can engage in a variety of inquiry-
based activities both inside and outside the classroom: The evaluation of
student learning focuses not only on knowledge acquisition but also on
what students can do and to what extent. Through the inquiry process
and feedback from teachers, students are given the opportunity to
reflect deeply on their potential, identity, interests, and unique learning
characteristics,

The knowledge, conceptual understanding, and real-world experiences
gained through our school's MYP serve as a foundation for learning in the
IBDP, at university, and beyond, where more advanced, creative, critical,
and reflective thinking skills are required. We aim to foster an environment
where each student feels physically, mentally, and socially secure, can
embrace a sense of anticipation for
learning, and is motivated to challenge
themselves to reach higher goals. With the
support of parents, the local community,
and the broader school community, we
are committed to pursuing and developing
a better educational program together,

Takamatsu Shinichiro

(MYP Coordinator/Japan)
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International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
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The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) Is a
rigorous two-year academic programme completed by over 200,000
students worldwide each year. Building on their experiences in GKA's IB
Middle Years Programme, our Grade 11 and Grade 12 students engage
in deep learning across six subject areas and the DP core. This broad
curriculum ensures they have opportunities to pursue their passions
and expand their interests while gaining essential knowledge to be
successful in university and beyond In our Increasingly interconnected
global society.

In our DP, students are expected to be active, reflective learners that
take ownership of their learning. Students direct their own course of
study by choosing subjects that are relevant to their future goals and
designing independent and collaborative projects in DP core classes.
As bilingualism is a central tenet of both the IB and GKA curricula, all
students must enroll in two different language subjects in addition
to one individuals and societies subject, cne mathematics subject,
and one science subject and an art subject or two science subjects
taught in English. In their second year of the programme, students
decide which three of their six subjects they will explore more deeply
in higher level courses, Through the programme core—Theory of
Knowledge (TOK), Extended Essay (EE), and Creativity, Activity, Service
(CAS)—students inquire into how knowledge is created and shared,
complete an advanced academic research essay, and develop healthy,
creative habits that help them make the most of their daily lives while
contributing to thelr communities.

All of our senior high school students graduate from our DP course
with advanced learning skills, a variety of achievements, and a
nationally-certified Japanese high school diploma. Students who
achieve high marks on their final DP assessments are also awarded the
internationally recognized IB Diploma as a testament to their abilities to
create meaningful knowledge and apply their understanding to improve
the world around them. With GKA's
multidisciplinary, bilingual learning
approach, we are confident that our
graduates will find success wherever
they choose to go in the future.

Sabbi Topal
(DP Coordinator/USA)
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10:25-10:35 13:05-13:15 16:00-16:10 IB*BIFHR (A SRR IB Math (Analysis & Approaches) 4 2 + 5 (HL Option) a
: HRE A HET Science and Human Life 2 2 o
® &R °EE @ F—Ll—ib e _ - =]
Marning recess Cleaning Homeroom (L ER Basic Chemistry 2 7 .
1B *5I=ERgE IB Physics 4 3+ 5 (HL Option) »
WORRENBHHAYETH, —POEREGLBFRENBAREEABVET. Py 18 Chemistry 5 3+5 (HLOption) S
# The 5th period is lunchtime, but for some high school students the 4th period is lunchtime. . : a1
1B * &bt IB Biology 4 3 + 5 (HL Option)
DEpk & Physical Education 7~8 2 2 3
- ~ R HEE
MIRIRAZy 22 ERBAD—bOEELD, ERBAHEEAET, alth & PE ey Health 2 1 1 '
BB LBOBFAGETEAOHMICLY £T, G ' P TR . R '
Students can choose between slacks or skirts or both for their uniforms. Summer and B | Visual Art | 2 & =k
winter uniforms may be worn at the discretion of the individual as appropriate. Eyr— 1B Music a 3+ 5 (HL Option) :
|B * =T 1B Visual Art 4 3+ 5 (HL Option) = ]
AZa=d—3 &R | English Communication | 3 4
IB *SEEERRTY (B NE) IB English A (Language & Literature) 4 2+ 5 (HL Option) ]
IB * ZEFERRTY (EREOESR) 1B English B 4 24 5 (HL Option)
FEEERE Basic Home Economics 2 2
155 | Information Studies | 2 2
B * 5IEEDETR Theory of Knowledge 3 | 2
1B = A 23RS IB Spanish Ab initio 4 | 2
i 3  (SUBTOTAL) 30 30 ' 35
ERIED F—Lib—LiEE Homeroom Activities 1 1 1
HEMERROER 3 4 '
Period for Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary Study
& & (TOTAL) 33 35 37
B BliEtE - EE) - #i Creativity, Activity, Service CAS CAS
|B EREAER L Extended Essay Extended Essay| Extended Essay
* BN FERTERE (% Subject arranged by School) =& 1—7 1 Group | 1 Language A&
1B ENL 1B #E (181 1B Subject) « =7 2 Group 2 : Language B
5L K& MR L1 (Standard Level) | #37 (SL stands for Standard Level) + 1b—7" 3 Group 3 ! History, Geography, E55{*1), Economics (Pamoja)
THLI IE TREL-~L (Higher Level) | #&T (HL stands for Higher Lavel) « F1b—7 4 Group 4 : Physics, Chemistry, Blology, ESS{*1)
=71 HEH—T6 S 1 HEYRAL,. 25 IHEERSL, IHEIRHLETS = Fib—7 5 Group 5 ¢ Math Al, Math AA
Students choose 1 subject each from Group 1 1o Group 6, 3 subjects will bestudied at 5L and, 3 subjects = & i=7 6 Group 612) : Music, Visual Art
will be studied at HL. 1) ESS LT 30 FIb—T 4 DL LT SMHRETEE ESS can be chosen elther as group 3 or group 4.
AT e DRRNL F=T 15T —7 4 BESICLS 1 HEBIRT ST LB
Students can choase 1 additional subject from group 3 or group 4 instead of a group 6 subject.
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YEARLY CALENDAR

fil 88 [First Term]

FHEITE

i Hi [Second Term]

‘1 April

@ %50 Opening Ceremony
@ -‘/AVTYF—vav
JH + SH Orientation

ES May

6 June

® OFEBRFHHAR
G9 5H Explanatory Meeting

® SHIPES

SHIP General Meeting
® REEERHE

Inter-school Athletics Competition

@ BRSH Bl
Class Obsevation - Teacher/Parents
Conference

® A EE R

Mid-Term Exams

® AH—yF—
Sports Day

1 0 October 1 1 November

® SATFA b+ © IBEEEER 1BFinal Exams
SAT Test QI0FEEENIRIT G0 Overseas Trip
® =FHEEs ® HAFEKXSE RoadRace

TPS Conference © HE - e T
® SFEERPRAMAT Earthquake/Fire Drill

G8 Kyoto Nara Trip -
® NELDPREBY T2 7AIz Vb
® DPHhEBEASE G11 1B Collaborative Science Project

DP Geo Field Trip ® EAPREEER  Mid-Term Exams

1 2 December

® SELEMIBHR
G8 Work Experience

® £KH
Winter Break

7 July 8 August

9 éeptember

@ PEFHHRNS (FRAEE EBALHIT) ® Bk
JH Explanatory Meeting for preschool Summer Break
parents and transfer student

® =FBMS  TPS Conference
O EEHEESRE  SHStudy Camp

® GKAYv—avH—}
GKA Summer Concert

@ Bk summer Break

® AHAMFREER

Term-End Exams

® 1B 7P—hEES
IB Art Exhibition

® KEFrNRYT—

University Campus Tours
® 9FELDHIRIT  GY Okinawa Trip
@ TOEFL ITPEE® TOEFLITP Test

1 January 2 February

® Lk ® GKAV4»&8—avHh—}
Winter Break GKA Winter Concert

® P& TOEFL Junior HER ® EHPEER
JH TOEFL Junior Test Term-End Exams

®N2FELEEEIR
G12 Farewell Party

3 March

@ FhHF=EyII7xzP—
Academic Fair

® BEBEEA

SH Graduation Ceremaony

® BEA

Clasing Ceremony

J TR R W W WA WS WA WA WA WA WA WA WL WA WA W WA WM R WM W W W W Y

T W WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA WA R WA WA WS W W

{I:// Overseas Study Trip

HRICHERLLEELS

10FERGKATRITREO2FERICEALZ O, H2EBEOEBHFEICHMTES, FTA
UARAFUAD by T L)L OERICHEREL, FELAEERETERCNEERTRRECEN
LEY., F—LATARLVALERICGEIERORTT, 60, RtokET1BEBIL, Xk
FOEBRCBML, REELSETRLET, RGBSR ELTREVERMAEE >HEo 7
O7zyaFlOBREINER2UEY, BETEI30, £ECHR0BELAETEHER
{TROODOEFMHNE-TVET,

Young Adults Experiencing the World

10th grade students go on a two-week study abroad trip to prepare for thelr final twio years at GKA.

They attend top-level high schools in the USA and the UK and take classes together with students
aiming for prestigious universities. Each of the students is hosted by a family with a child attending the
same school. '

They also spend a day at a local university, attend lectures and interact with university students. In
addition, workplace tours are arranged so that the students can observe highly-skilled professionats
in action, By the time they return, our students are ready to give their all to achieve their next goal,
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B% ﬂ/ﬁ ﬁ Extracurricular Activities i

Junior High

Y7 hF=AE (Bik) Softtennis (Boys & Girls)

IWEZ v kw8 (B%) Badminton (Boys & Girls)

A4y =L (B%) Basketball (Boys & Girls)

BELE# (W) Track and Field (Boys & Girls)

EB%EJ Club Activities

E{&® Senior High

WEE v 8 (W) Badminton (Boys & Girls)

M s (B&) Track and Field (Boys & Girls)

PESHTE. BEBZYTEL TAFR) 2RETEY, £k
LORKBDIESGHETNZIT — L BARAFRNMGETS £ Bele
HoTWEY. —AUV L DEEMOREL, REEXNETZER Cultural clubs
BEOFT, EREELELELEATREL(BMSERLTLET,

J4¥EX—4 A S Wind Orchestra

Ty AP T Jazz Ensemble

HEH Science

EMEH®WE  International Liberal Arts

HEER - AFSRTOECLUEESBYET,

In addition to club activities, the secandary school has ‘Shared Interest
Groups', where a wide variety of extracurricular activities are hosted every
year to respond to students'interests. With our school culture that values
each student’s independence, initiative, and creativity, students enjoy and
enthusiastically participate In activities that transcend their grade level groups.
# Club activities and shared interest groups may change each school year.

RS
Students
Groups

4 w3 Dance

A4 Karuta

Lh—E—IVEAF 4% Maovie Creating

HEEE Model United Nations

B — Soccer

NAqy bd—IL (Bi) SHBasketball (Boys & Girls)

Eili Art

E#ER Self-Sufficiency

S Kyudo

#BI®  Railway Reserch

AN FE Spanish

HFIFTHEZM Southeast Asia Refugee Assistance

SDGs F—4. SDGs Team

HeEREI%  Geoscierice

e AF—Y e-Sports

HOFTEROEREECLTEbE B ET,

# Club activities may vary each school year.

HOTWRIRETSEHHYET, Events are subject tochange.
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TEACHERS'

TEDPLDAYE—T

MESSAGES |

MEBRICHATSERNEELLE. EFETHHBE TS, 1%
HoLybhiUEBCHE SR2CEAPHLVEECER TSN
HYET, TREECHHESPAEORREER2U D OHETEETHLT
WET, RVWAE, VDETHIRE | FVWAbTIEHYERA. FE
GKADHFRE, £FELHFBENERA, BRETHLEAFETCHESELE
HBzEAL. BEOMBRREZENTERLT, ThERTILILEX
EBLET, TNTREAKMLTD O EBATULEAN IHEEGIE
LET, BOTEAT, AEEESHECGESEBE. FfEE—ADEYHN
CO—E0ORERF-TCKAREIU>TW{HET #oxRTFVEAZD
B R EDHBOHTT,

As secondary school students continue to grow, they may face bigger
challenges than they did in elementary school and more problems
for which there are no easy answers, both in daily life and in their
studies. These difficulties show they are learning about the realities of
society and life as an adult. The teachers at GKA recognize that over
the course of their lives, students won't have “teachers” forever, so we
support students in developing their thinking skills and their abilities to
use the knowledge they have acquired in both English and Japanese to
search for and implement solutions to problems on their own. When
they fail or make mistakes, we foster the strength to reflect and keep
trying until a solution is found. We aim to watch over and support each
student until the day they graduate from GKA with the strength and
confidence to think for themselves and live life to the fullest.

Bl 0EE BHEEENoRLEERE
FosopsflEcBEERITL. touEE
KESWEEBREZAEICLELE. <AE
ERFATI—PEFHTIL. BE0E BRT
i, BEGRE BROREYEYEEERETIV
Y, CofE oA, NEEEeIIEK
mx. EfEFBCOEBRECBEERTSL
kLEY,

FLERR MR, THHUmEFAIICF
WREARIL BiEE, BRD. BE0ELER
CAUEVWHIBERGMNSHNES, 61K &
i EEERON a5 0iE. SEAEERER
IHEAERTIDFRELT, £EELVRENT
BREOHZEOICLET.

BgE 24—k -O0-YU—(FAUAH)

Access to information and Information Communications Technelogies have
impacted every aspect of our daily lives as well as our ability to make well informed
decisions. At Gunma Kokusai Academy Secondary School, students learn to
independently research and gather information, consider outcomes, make decisions
and review outcomes. In addition to Increasing students’ knowledge, this process gives
students confidence in their decision-making capabilities.

GKA also values the role music and the arts play in developing creativity, expressivaness
and confidence — essential skills for successfully fostering “Critical Thinking Skills"™. In
addition, our dedicated arts and music curriculum become a powerful tool in making
interdisciplinary connections, allowing learning to become more tangible and meaningful.

Secondary School Vice-Principal Todd Lowery (USA)

YOR¥REHUZLBLTVWETA, GKARE
YEEI-TWET, =3, TEEPSNREE
ETOTATOEGEC, SENT BRFERHT
BEBAT—VavET, KE—OBFO—EHT
¥, Wt =— oGS ERETELTHREST
AEWoLVWEELE 08, FYCEENTT.

GKATR EMPALERERE R, HEOPT
REMNLEEESAGH, WEOHATIEES
picETGhE BEKESTEATUHILEL
TEFLTVEET. TLT, £fEs@daixl
THBEEAL, BEELELETAERICEG TS
B4LICRBNTE. HRALLT, FEREFEL
T. TOHEVERGREIZSa—F—O—AT
BHETEERRID, ERBEL(BLTVET,

gm Jr—AX FAI—(4F¥VUA)

Every school believes it is special, but GKA truly stands out. We are proud to be
the only Article 1 English immersion school that provides an inclusive IB education
for all students In grades 7 to 12. It is truly inspiring to see the remarkable young
individuals that grow through our unique approach to learning.

After 12 years at GKA, our students graduate as confident, bilingual individuals
who have been challenged academically in the classroom and nurtured holistically
outside of it. They leave ready to think independently and adapt to our ever-changing
waorld, As both a teacher and a parent, it is an honor and a joy to be part of such an
extraordinary school community.

Assistant Principal James Tayler (UK)

EEHMTE. BFEREE—SEL LTRSS
DEZERELTFSERIMEER TEET. B
BTE. NRORBEERB YIS TR 8
BOFEARTvRAPTLEYTF—UaviiEe
i), EEOQRAIKI-TERICRELEYS
FEBETVWEY. Ef MREPREZICHOA,
FMR. SeE, WM, @ish, BELESECh
EEFFALERVEY, TOLITEBERML
T, BEEMIETTEL RENERHPREE
HEENERCIEEBIRLTVWET,

R f(EE/ BF)

In the Japanese language department, students can choose to study either Japanase
as a first or second language, depending on their Japanese language skills. In these classes;
students not only read novels and explanatory texts, but also write essays and make
presentations on their own ideas that extend from these texts. Also, students engage In
actual creative writing so that they can experience writing from an author’s point of view. In
addition to novels and explanatory texts, students also learn through a wide range of texts,
including poetry, classics, newspaper articles, plays and films. Through these studies, we
aim ta develop not only the ability to read and write in Japanese, but also the ability to think
logically and creatively,

Kawamura Ai (JLA 7 Japan)

GHEFEIRETHBRUKET Ly IAR
HERETHRETHD, SHeE4BIC. ML
LTBELELE, REPBEFHIIREAv—
FavHEChA, EREAHOL? (IB)EEE
HETHET S REMWND secondary school T
T, FHICHEL, SEORV - BERAOWE
@RI h, KERBLIMLELE,
SERNENTOEMOBEEERIC, IBR
FEBELTHLRETRITVWEY. #85
EfELEBHINRUERS, HRICBEE ER
EREMSEATVHNEEEATEYET,

HE #F BC(BF)

| served as principal of Gunma Prefectural Ota Flex High School until March 2024
and was appointed as one of GKA's assistant principals in April 2024.0ur secondary
school promotes English immersion education as well as International Baccalaureate
(1B} education. | was surprised by the students&#39; positive attitude toward learning
and Inquiry, and | felt very encouraged by their enthusiasm, Building on their six years
of education at the elementary school, the students are making great strides through
IB education. | hope to continue to my own learning alongside our students and
support our who want to explore the world.

Assistant Principal Mori Yoshihito (Japan)

FEREOREIHSORT, TATOIES
feahl, EEEHCESTVITSREOEHSELD
LiRAMERICEATVLEY. —FDBEED
AL OEEFTEEE>TVATLEBELD
TY., BEHLLEhAEELC. B—0ERIE
HYEA. BAEDBEEY, SWEAAOA
EEYVEHS, JVEVREELTEEGHRET
E3LILRUNROONTVET., TORTER
UHEER I BBREMUI LN, FLLRITZH
LIHETEARACLEROHORERELST
L&3, BERE0dOlE 1 THY), HERE
[EE )| THY ID—F1Rk—2—1THN e
BLET,

#xe WERX s/ AF)

As society is becoming more and more unpredictable, | am constantly thinking of
what types of skills will enable students to live happily in the future. It |s obvious that
education focused on only obtaining knowledge is no longer sufficient. There isn't only
one solution far problems in modern society. Using your knowledge, asking for other's
help, and challenging oneself to always look better answers is required now. As we
tearn and accumulate experiences from our learning, we will provide ourselves with
the foundation necessary to be for responsible adult who can adjust to this constantly
changing society, | believe that education at school is the foundation upon which skills
and knowledge are built and teachers are facilitators of this.

Head of School Affairs Kiryu Tomofumi (Social Studies / Japan)

FROHed, SRAERVEVEREAEY
TIoEYEST, FEER. ZWe, homEs
HHZBEEERBLTVET. BHROHIYSE
HE L EEECHAREE RS SRMICD
A h—ua v N TELRLILTACLELE
LTWET, SRAY—TaySLMYP) &5 1
FOov 70454 (DP) OFAEEELT. 5N
LEEhEMEERED R OFER
ICIHBEATVET,

By SvT< (B8R vy HR-I)

At our school, Mathematics goes beyond solving equations and arriving at the
cotrect answer - it's a way of thinking that is methodical, logical and precise. We
believe that a meaningful mathematics education fosters students’ ability to think
critically and communicate effectively. Through both the Middle Years Programme
(MYP) and Diploma Programme (DP), we are committed to cultivating the next
generation of innovative thinkers and problem solvers.

Tan Randy (Maths / Singapore}
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*%% b‘ ot ,_EJN From Inquiry to Action
b ﬁ 6-years' Project-Based Learning at Secondary School

hFeEFMReFEEO7AOvY Y MY

CAEEB7HFE—TaSTE. 7TEENSNRES (R 1 EEHS At Gunma Kokusai Academy Secondary School, we offer a six-
EHIEL)ETO6EREELT, BRATORMYEIRERS 25 year program from Grade 7 to Grade 12 that connects classroom
BRALTOVIO REBEEHLTVET, Community Engagement. learning to real-world challenges through various project-based
Community Project, Personal Project, CAS EW>7% TR SL%HEL, Community Project, the Personal Project, and CAS nurture leadership,
SERGV—H—u T HEBD FLTTBHESR. REEMVHR<OER empathy, and the ability to take action, equipping students with the
ATWET, skills to shape their future.

learning opportunities. Programmes like Community Engagement, the

T~8ESE (FERIFE~254E) Grade7to8

Vv
(0? 2 | -:"-: :l-:-7—' o — I”J’f—"/“)( v I\ Community Engagement

JAIaZFA— IVF—I A b (RYEH) EMYPO—2DETY, R
2EER, BATLEOTBEBRELCEOAY OIS a T4 — KBV ELEBRS
L, BWPHEFGZIE2BELEY. 7OV I/ bEHEL. £TL. BYES
BT, MR 0EEPTOESE EETSFEANOERERHTVEE TS,

Community engagement is one of the pillars of the MYP. Students in Grades 7 and
8 aim to bring positive changes to their local communities through their actions
while fostering compassion. By planning, implementing, and reflecting on their
projects, they deepen their understanding of contributing to society, its significance,
and the challenges it faces.

EE B

FSIINADTEDOHEBEEOHR— b Supporting Japanese language learning for children from Brazil
(FREBIELE) (Grade 7)

10F4E (BRI1F%E) Grade 10

03 I\D_\/ +)I/ ’ 7PD$>‘I 7 I\ Personal Project

10FEETIR MYPOESI—DOEARELTIIN—Y I - 7OV o ICBRYK
HET, £iEld, BEOREPEOICESVTREDEVETREII DT EVWAFILE
BBRRICL, ElECRMERERELALTEREERELEY, TOR, BAROKRYE
P EMOBESHMmETV, BS0RREERERICEEAT G RTOEREA
DERERHET,

In Grade 10, students undertake the Personal Project as the culmination of their MYP
journey. They identify the learning they wish to deepen and the skills they aim to develop
based on their interests, setting clear plans and success criteria before carrying out
their activities. Following this, they reflect on the process and assess their final product,
focusing on their growth and achievements while deepening their understanding of the
essence of learning.

' ERGI |
BEQEDFHFA v ERRLTWVWART.

Presenting a self-designed car

MN~1284% (BB25E4E~3%F4%) Grade11to12

04 CAS (@Jiﬁ'&s }%EJ‘ ﬁﬁ:) CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service)

N-12EETIE, CASEWVWDTFOFSAERBLUT, BlEH. B In Grades 11 and 12, students engage in the CAS program, where
SEE). EAERONSYROMNEEREEE—ADEYAEEL they individually plan and carry out a balanced range of activities
4 . ¢ w7 2]

TRITLET,

encompassing creativity, physical activity, and service.
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O E (RER3IFELE) Grade 9

0 : "':"":: =L :7_- ‘f - jn 9 - = 7 I\ Community Project

OFEEE, MYPOEAMELTIOAZa=Fy— - 7OV 9 M IC
1T ERBYVEAET, BAEREIIL—TT BARIZI2=F1—0
Z—XEREL, EHEHE - £T70L. BEVEBLTRUERES
¥Y, COTOERERLT. HEAOEREECHRELZEELET.

In Grade 9, students undertake the Community Project as a culmination
of Junior High S5chool. Individually or in groups, they investigate the needs
of a chosen community, plan and take action, and deepen their learning
through reflection. This process aims to foster both social contribution
and personal growth.

Raising awareness about children's care homes
(creating and reading picture books)

|
RERBARCHT 3 ERER
(BEO IR & W50 #) |

BERYIYV Y

ERAY YU, JRILEHBENA2kME2~AANDF—AT
hE SEI0RERSTIATEF v Ta—1 > bTH, GKA
HERLOAREIVF4T  N—hF—E LT, ABOEEHIE
BRSVF4TELTEMLELE,

B TOKYO YAMATHON

The Tokyo Yamathon is a charity event in which teams of two to
four students walk appreximately 42 km along the IR Yamanote Line,
making a circuit of all its 30 stations. GKA was an official volunteer
partner of the event, with a large number of students participating as

operational volunteers,

BrNEZTF!
BFJAPANBAFKERTOT 7 A
(EREa—2R]

CASOH—BRELTRBELEBEZEHER, hE2T I EZIAPAN
BFR{EFZ/OFSLA[EREI )| CRETAEHDVET, &
BEE 1 H~F0H (204 5E) s TR ENESRELLT
BERsnTEY, FREEN sEEEiIY T EREELESE
EHICEE Ry FISRAEE2TVET.

B About Tobitate! (Leap for Tomorrow)
Study Abroad Initiative [High School
Course]

Some of our students have a study abroad plan that they planned
as part of their CA5 and have applied to the Tobitate Young
Ambassador Program. A cumulative total of 45 students have been
selected as scholarship reciplents from the first term to the ninth
term in 2024, making the school one of the best in the country in
terms of both the number of
students selected and the
ratio of students selected to
enrolled students.
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H Academic and Career Counseling

HAZEABE L EFERBA,
[HBIZBOERIES

GKATIER—ADE YN REMERE FELOLIICEY, #HEI
B LW e WS TH I BB TEEL5BBEFT>TVES, TOE
BEECT, ERBOI ATy FEBCLHIL, THRMICRURKITIER
EERLTVET,

AR TRBOIUMD SR ANLCHFEERLTEY, £RFLEERH
THERLGFUERRLIVET, EBRESTHERN CThEOBBRTH
ERARMEEYETICEAHE, AR AL TRB LA RRES
BAREEEDMAE AT L CIHIAEINEBRLTVESE T,

o, EENBECEASOWBREESSUVE . h—2 | BREL. %
¥-HLEEEERNVEY. RELEHESROEHMEZAMEEHRTTL
BEFN. BROXSFRELPF +UNAYP—, SBARLE4ENBS
ELTF U PEEABTRNDYET,

WAL ESLERETZEEE, BALESBUOKB I RMRNLIEH
REPHU LS EERL, #EFEE L TVES,

COLIGEBIEBOT, INETRELEROZ A BEOMSGT

Career guidance that nurtures aspiration for
students who want to spread their wings globally

At GKA, we teach each student to express their aspirations: what they want
to learn and how they want to contribute to society after graduating from high
school, Through career guidance activities, we help students find matches aiter
graduating and foster a proactive attitude to continue learning.

Since Its establishment, our school has placed emphasis an holistic education,
and students participate in a variety of learning experiences both inside and
outside the school. In career guidance activities, we help students reflect on what
they learned from their experiences and create opportunities to think about social
issues and solutions they have discovered, cultivating the ability to express their
awn aspirations.

In addition, we heid “Round Talks" where upperclassmen share their experiences
with younger students, providing an opportunity for students to reflect on what
they have accomplished and think about their future actions. We also have everits
such as joint university Information sesslons, campus teurs, and study camps

| FEEDSDAyE—Y |

Message from Graduates

B BE 0vFEs $XI-—THRRE BB

which allow students to broaden their harizons and think mere deeply about their

future careers.

For students who wish to study abroad, designated teachers in charge of
overseas education can provide up-to-date Information and counseling to support
their higher education goals.

From our career guidance, many of our past graduates continue to thrive in their
chosen career paths and are active In a variety of fields, making the most of their

SEBERY, AR TORUEEN L TEELELHBTERMLTVET. studies at GKA.
KEEBIRR 20245F8E (025%3826a8%)

|
KEL S - FBE A8 ERERAE ERPEH HRERRNER 1
Bl kY AHAs HE¥H BETLEH 1
SURAE ESHESS 1 AbHAS ERBERER 1
EREEAY YEPH BREEDI—R 1 B A EPBRAEH 1
EIIKE B2m GRLHRSR 1 Rk BT RESH 1
BiEky AEESHEEEH 1
BRI AL RS TP 1 BEERAS iR AT 3
MR LFRE EHEEIZ =S —avis 1 A ETHm @S ]
Fres G1s (JO—IILEREE) 2
LA TEH - FRTER | 2 EEAS FO—IULBIER - FO— ULEEER 2
HMAXE B - R | 1 B AR 1
BEHXY JO—SNaZasH—vavip 1 iE ke ERERE HuaSR 1
WRNAZ AEEPEH RERIH 1 TH K [#o—rL - Uxsirp—y - 7056 (GLAR) | 3
RIRTHKE EHEISYE nfir«sA%H 1 ) RylbOSa—bh—suSE 8k asa—r— | .
WEABAE NEEZUA<O7A) D EEEH 1 HRRT 249 Dual Language Pathway 1
HELEMJERLS | BoREER 1 THAE EHH - EISEIARESRR IO~/ LI—X 1|
RENRERY HEESEANA SRR 0 ueEsE O~V EE S Y O — /LR 1
B BREYE BELY BEZHY 1 SEEAY ERHE L 7|
it BEHGAERLEH 2 RREEAY TCMBES - JCulP: BRFEAXERTOY 54 | 3
B A EREERER 1 BfEEXE FEMIE T4 40 - Mathematical Sciences T
EEBRKY EERHAER 2 0t
EEAEH e BB - F—YH AT AER ) 1 T B TEEY 1
EHIEASR VATLEISE WRHESATLSR 1 FOLEREEMSE | BEEH 1
JF 3 R [T — 21T ASM 1 BRERI Uy | = §
AR R ERERYE 3 AvAFeza—tma TP L
B ME RS EUPHEATH 1 HAKRE |
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Tomioka Ami
GKA Graduate of 2019, Waorking for Rakuten Group Inc
GKA has been the foundation that has shaped my life. The English language
and critical thinking skills | developed over 12 years of study there have
been essential to my success in both university and my professional career.
Among all my experiences, studying abroad and completing the |B program
significantly helped me grow. Most importantly,
my classmates—those with whom | learned,
collaborated, and competed—hold a special
place in my heart. | truly owe who | am today
to GKA. Above all, my classmates, those with
whom | learned and competed, are my special
treasures. | owe who | am today to GKA.
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University of Helsinki, Master’s program in Changing Education
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Fukushima Ryusuke
GKA Graduate of 2019, Graduated from Tsuru Bunka University, Faculty of
Liberal Arts, Department of International Education
University of Helsinki, Master's program in Changing Education

AL GKA, we are given numerous opportunities for student-led learning, Our autonomy
Is respected, and we receive generous support from our
teachers as we explore and inquire. Through classes
and events, such as presentations, the experience
of thinking creatively has significantly strengthened
my sense of agency, The IB program encourages us
to express our opinions on open-ended questions,
which has greatly enhanced my critical thinking skills.
Additionally, being immersed In English from a young
age has not only improved my language abilities but has
also fostered a mindset that allows me to confidently

engage with people from diverse cultural backgrounds.
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Shimamura Sen
GKA Graduate of 2022, Keio University Faculty of Letters 2nd Grade

While English education has become standard in schools today, GKA
offers much more than basic language instruction. Through the DP and MYP
programs, we focus on cultivating English not just for academlic purposes
or entrance exams, but as an essential tool
for communication and critical thinking. |
feel strongly that these skills are invaluable
assets, contributing to my success not
only In Japan but also on the global stage.
Furthermore, what truly sets GKA apart is the
lasting bonds we forge during our twelve-year
journey together, These friendships, cultivated
in our unique bilingual environment, become
lifelong treasures that enrich our global

perspectives.
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Kondo Rin
GKA Graduate of 2023, Leiden University International Relations

The English skills | “naturally” acquired at GKA have been a driving force in paving
the way toward studying at an overseas university, giving me the confidence to take
on challenges in a global academic environment. The critical thinking and essay-
writing skills | developed through the IB program have been indispensable tools
for excelling in my studies abroad. Beyond academics, the diverse experiences |
gained at GKA—such as participating in volunteer
inltiatives and debate competitions—have lald the
foundation of my life. GKA is a place that nurtures
the abllity to shape the future and expands each
student’s patential. | hope incoming students will
also enjoy a fulfilling school life and that the GKA

alumni network continues to expand across the

globe.
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Does my child need to be able to speak English before
enrolling in GKA ?
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It is more important for your child to be flexible in accepting
differences in skin color, language and culture, to have the ability to
accept teachers with a variety of nationalities, along with a keen
interest in whatever is new. As your child grows accustomed to
English, recognizing its sounds, and acquiring the ability to respond to
simple questions, he or she will learn to fit in naturally. GKA Pre-School
also gives children a good foundation for an English Immersion
Education by asking them questions with meaningful content and
having them respond in English.
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Does studying in English improve a student’s academic
ability?
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It depends on what we view academic ability as. It may be less
effective to study in English if our main purpose is to achieve the
highest possible scores on traditional Japanese examinations.
However, if our goal is to challenge students and nurture their
understanding through conceptual based education and through
examining the processes taken while working toward a specific
goals, an education in English can be most effective. According to
research, bilingual children have higher metacognitive skills than
monolingual children. Moreover, we believe that an English
immersion education further deepens a student’s comprehension
level while providing important skills needed to cope with complexed

issues found in adult society.
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Both of us work. We are concerned about after-school
care for our child.
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The elementary school provides an after-school

program for grades 1 to 6. Staff members are specifically assigned

to watch over children as they play and do their homework.,
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How do students get to school?
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Both the elementary school and the secondary school provide a

school bus service. Secondary school students can also use the

public bus service or commute by bicycle if they are within cycling

HERTIBEREBLTDE, EBROREANEFT
XTI,

Can | take the IBDP in high school and still be able to
prepare for entry into a university in Japan?
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Yes. Some Japanese National or public universities and private
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universities offer |B entrance exams. Most GKA students enter
university through the Comprehensive Selection Examination (AQ and
recommendation examinations), including the IB entrance
examinations. These entrance examinations are not based on a single
written test, but are an examination in which the overall pass/fail
decision is based on high school grades, activity achievements,
interviews, essays and research plans after entering university. This is
an extension of the regular studies at GKA without focusing solely the
goal of passing university entrance examinations. It comes from the
knowledge, experience and ability to survive and thrive in the real

world of work and society that each student acquires to prepare
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ll\ g >, Chairman’s Greeting

Twenty years have passed since the establishment of this English education special zone school in Ota City. Many
things that have happened since the school's opening go through my mind. | was convinced that establishing a
school like GKA would bring a new educational culture into the community and would create a stir in the prefectural
and national governments. GKA has grown to this point as a unique school unlike any other because of the united
efforts of teachers, students, and parents as well as the cooperation of the city and local businesses.

In this era of living to 100, GKA is also looking forward to its next 100 years and will further enhance its English

immersion education and IB education and deepen its position as the only school of its kind in Japan.
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Shimizu Masayoshi, Chalr
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}ﬁ E School History

2003 48218 PESEAE LY, BEERITCE IS IFELTEE 2003 April1 The plan was approved by the Prime Minister under the
enacted special zone law
20044 12/28H St A PR AT 2004 December 28 Educational Foundation of Ota Kokusal Gakuen was founded
20054 282880 CALEERTHT SRS Tl 2005 February 28 Elementary School bullding was completed
AH18 S A A REESECLEERE 7L M Aprill Educational Foundation of Ota Kokusai Gakuen Gunma
. i : Kokusai Academy opened
BRE RRESE Bk a—Y¥-E- o/ Chairman Shimizu Masayoshi Principal Dr Eugene E Cooper
4H6B CAZERTHT S B () - &3S | B A% (T/) April& Gunma Kokusai Academy Opening Ceremaony in the morning
First Entrance Ceremony of the GKA Elementary school was
20074 1H9A R AR R (R A heldin the afternoon
12B87-8H BIEAv—Yaro oy nbil (iR s 2007 January 9 Secondary School Preparation Office started
ETAEE) December 7&8  The first Immersion Symposium was held (MEXT Educational
Reform Model Project)
Au0e i 2008 April7 Junior High School opened
20094 3/278 PIFHBIEEAL I 2009 March27 Elementary School Annex was completed
2010 1MA158 |BDP{EBAHOLT T4 7o=7od 7L | BECHET, 8 2010 November15 The school submitted the application A to |BO to become a
EEAEH candidate school for IBDP
The school b IBDP candidate school
115248 | BRI 5 November 24 e school became an candidate schoo
December 11 The second Immersion Symposium/Open House was held
—Yavy Yo - A—F v
WML R e /. i 201 Aprill Senior High School opened in Uchigashima Campus The lunior
20114 4B 18 BB (R et +rin) . PRELEF v iRIcBIG High was moved to the same campus
September 21 Senior High School Opening Ceremony
9H21B  EFUBEmaIaA SHEATEE
September 27 IB Final authorization visit (3 days)
IR _i ks i\ October 20 Authorized to offer Diploma Programme by the International
1082080 |BEER LSS Baccalaure_ate
: : 2012 Aprill IB course and Domestic course started
20124 4A1B 14Et0) | Ba—ARUEIAES D —ABILE & et U .
2013 Aprill All grades, from the Tst grade to the T2th grade, were enrolled
20134 4A18 WEE - PR BEHOIEr 1 2FEETOSRENHS as of this day

December13/14  The third Immersion Sympasium was held
2014  February 27

128134148 B3EA = —Fa» Ry oaiE
20144 2H27H HEHE FEEETDN

Secondary School New gymnasium was completed

March 1 The First Senior High School Graduation Ceremony was held
3A1H B EWEHEES (NSHAFESLAFEO I HE1TEER) 17 students entered GKA from their 4th grade were the first
s = : GKA graduates
3A28H TSR BTN March 28 Secondary School Mew Classroom Bulldmg was completed
20164 117268 BABR Az —Yavyriidoh - F—Tonn 2lE 2016 November 26 The fourth Immersion Sympasium/Open House was held
20224 3888 MYPEEERLLS 2022 March8 Authorized to offer Middle Years Programme by International
= Baccalaureate
3R118 RIS BT March 11 Scondary School Art Building was completed
20254 11 A8H B 20 B 2025 November8 20th Anniversary Caremony

SISEELVERERI—2EBEERE S, % The Domestic course will no longer be offered from SY 2025.
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School Emblem

Our school emblem was designed by a local graphic designer, Sanae Nagashima. The deep green stands for the pine trees on the slopes of
Kanayama, the mountain north of Ota City. The shape represents a person leaping forward and a map of Gunma Prefecture with the eastern
region, where “Ota City" is located, highlighted in light green. It also expresses the concepts of “developing abilities and rising upward.”
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